
It is recognized that healthcare-associated infections (HCAIs) and antimicrobial resistance are one of the most serious threats to
patient safety and care efficiency(1). Consequently, structured education and training in the field of HCAIs prevention and control is
recognized by the European Council as a key-action for health providers’ professional development.

Across the European Union (EU), nurses represent the largest class of health professionals, whose scope of clinical intervention, social
mission and privileged contact with the patient appear as key characteristics that reiterate their fundamental role in HCAIs prevention
and control. In addition, there is evidence that nurses have the necessary knowledge and responsibility to ensure that standards of
quality and safety in care delivery are met (2).

Aware of this reality the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control(3), defend that “funding courses at EU-level” and “e-
learning tools” were two of the most frequently mentioned facilitating factors to enhance EU-level infection control courses, opposing
perceived current European obstacles such as “lack of training programs in infection control”, “national curriculum for infection
control” and “barriers and poor collaborations among institutions, scientific societies and professional bodies”. Therefore, higher
education nursing curricula should respond to the previously identified challenges by providing strategies and dynamic learning
environments that promote the acquisition of new competencies, which will be necessary in solving significant real-life problems.
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