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InovSafeCare Model: Designing an Educational model for innovative Healthcare-associated
Infections prevention and control in Nursing education

INTRODUCTION (80 words)

Given the current challenges regarding Healthcare-Associated Infection (HCAIs) prevention and control
(WHO, 2015), a European Consortium of Healthcare Higher Education Institutions (HEIls) proposed the
development of a pedagogical model comprised of innovative teaching and learning practices for nursing
students — the InovSafeCare Model. This model focuses on developing students’ competencies in HCAIs
prevention and control, facilitating the learning of current best practice recommendations, encouraging
critical reflection and the conceptualization of innovative solutions, contributing to the improvement of
care quality and safety.

OBJECTIVES (50 words)

The InovSafeCare model was conceptualized with the objective of helping nursing students in the
development of their competences on HCAIs prevention and control, through the stimulation of critical
thinking and decision making. Moreover, the model also aims to motivate nursing students’ creative and
entrepreneurial spirit within this scope.

METHODOLOGY (80 words)

A documental analysis of the current HCAIls-related content lectured across several European nursing
HEls was conducted, highlighting the main educational approaches/strategies used. To support the
development of the model, empirical data will be collected through two questionnaires (for nursing
students and teachers/tutors), qualitative and exploratory studies, and educational sessions with
simulation scenarios, followed by group analysis and ventilations involving all relevant stakeholders.

RESULTS (100 words)

So far, the InovSafeCare Model incorporates as pedagogical strategies active lectures, tutorials, clinical
practice-based simulation scenarios, and assessment tests focused on HCAIs-related content. The
InovSafeCare consortium is currently analysing the results of 900 questionnaires applied to nursing
students from Portugal, Spain, Poland and Finland, as well as the transcription of 6 individual interviews
and |3 focal groups conducted, in a total of 77 nursing teachers and tutors from five European HEls.

CONCLUSIONS (50 words)

The InovSafeCare Model advocates for a constructivist active learning environment, encouraging nursing
students’ critical thinking on current HCAls-related challenges and trends, enhancing their creativity,
support self-directed learning and entrepreneurial skills.
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